Unit 03, Session 1 - The Gospel Project 

Jacob Manipulated Esau

Core Passage: Genesis 25:20-34

Key Concept

God’s will and ways are righteous, while our ways are sinful.

Personal Preparation

God’s ways are higher than our ways (Genesis 25:20-26).

Highlight the Lord’s response to Rebekah, and 
underline the phrase that runs contrary to human expectation.

20 Isaac was forty years old when he took as his wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan-aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife because she was childless. The Lord was receptive to his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 But the children inside her struggled with each other, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her: Two nations are in your womb; two peoples will come from you and be separated. One people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger. 24 When her time came to give birth, there were indeed twins in her womb. 25 The first one came out red-looking, covered with hair like a fur coat, and they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out grasping Esau’s heel with his hand. So he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born.

How have you experienced God’s faithfulness, salvation, and comfort in response to your prayers?

How is God’s unfolding plan both unexpected and a great comfort to us?

Our ways are not God’s ways but sinful (Genesis 25:27-34).

Underline the ways these family members expressed sinful thoughts and actions.

27 When the boys grew up, Esau became an expert hunter, an outdoorsman, but Jacob was a quiet man who stayed at home. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he had a taste for wild game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field exhausted. 30 He said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, because I’m exhausted.” That is why he was also named Edom. 31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 32 “Look,” said Esau, “I’m about to die, so what good is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to Jacob and sold his birthright to him. 34 Then Jacob gave bread and lentil stew to Esau; he ate, drank, got up, and went away. So Esau despised his birthright.

In what ways are you tempted to circumvent or take a shortcut around God’s ways to accomplish your own ends?

What lesser things do you pursue instead of embracing God’s will and timing in your life?

Group Activity

	The Contrast of God and Man

	Based on Genesis 25:20-34, identify the ways God displayed His 
righteousness versus how Isaac’s family displayed their sinfulness.

	THE RIghteousness of God
	The Sins of Isaac’s family


Looking at the contrast between God’s righteousness and the sins of Isaac’s family, how could the members of Isaac’s family have followed God’s ways and reflected God’s righteousness instead of acting sinfully?

Head, Heart, Hands

Head: 

What do the events in Genesis 25 teach us about God’s character and His faithfulness to His own promises and plan?

Heart: 

With faith in Jesus, how do you need to forsake sin and seek God’s righteousness in your thoughts, words, and actions?

Hands: 

What will you pray for this week in keeping with the righteousness of God?

Praying Scripture 

Psalm 15, thanking God that in spite of our sinfulness and deserved rejection, when we come to Jesus in repentance and faith, we can dwell in His presence. 

