Unit 04, Session 4 - The Gospel Project

God’s Miraculous Provision

Core Passage: Exodus 16:1-12

Key Concept

God is our Provider, giving us our daily bread and all we need. 

Even when we’re ungrateful, God is faithful to provide for our needs (Exodus 16:1-5).

Circle all the places mentioned in this passage. 
Then underline the references to dates and times.

1 The entire Israelite community departed from Elim and came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had left the land of Egypt. 2 The entire Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted. Instead, you brought us into this wilderness to make this whole assembly die of hunger!” 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. This way I will test them to see whether or not they will follow my instructions. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 

Over what in your life are you prone to grumble, and how do you see 
the sin of unbelief in that response?

How could your everyday habits display your trust that God will 
give you what you need?
God provides not because we deserve it but for His glory (Exodus 16:6-12).

Circle all references to “the Lord” in this passage. 

6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “This evening you will know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you will see the Lord’s glory because he has heard your complaints about him. For who are we that you complain about us?” 8 Moses continued, “The Lord will give you meat to eat this evening and all the bread you want in the morning, for he has heard the complaints that you are raising against him. Who are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the Lord.” 9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the Lord, for he has heard your complaints.’ ” 10 As Aaron was speaking to the entire Israelite community, they turned toward the wilderness, and there in a cloud the Lord’s glory appeared. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses, 12 “I have heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them: At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will eat bread until you are full. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.” 

WORD STUDY
GLORY: The Hebrew word for “glory” carries the meaning of a great weightiness. The Lord’s glory is a manifestation of His awesome presence. To give glory to God is to rightly affirm His significance and worthiness. 2
What is the relationship between our complaints and our 
understanding of God’s glory?

What are some ways you can regularly give God the glory for 
“every good and perfect gift” (Jas. 1:17)?

	Response to Grumbling

Consider the phrases of the Israelites’ grumbling in Exodus 16:3. Then 
record how you would have responded, followed by God’s response.



	“If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt . . . ”


	My Response


	GOD’S RESPONSE

	“When we sat by pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted . . . ”


	My Response


	

	“Instead, you brought us into this wilderness to make this whole assembly die of hunger!”


	My Response


	


How does grumbling impact our witness to the grace of God given to us in Jesus Christ? When the world looks at Christians, what should they see?
Head, Heart, Hands

Head: All true believers in Christ long to glorify God. But sometimes it’s difficult to know what exactly that can look like. We must recognize that we are always worshiping something or someone. Worship stems from what we deem worthy. We must remember the character and work of Christ, who was given for us. And the natural response of beholding God’s grace is worship. 

How does remembering the character and work of Christ affect your worship?
Heart: The mouth is a barometer to the heart. As Jesus put it, “the mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart” (Matt. 12:34). So when we, like the Israelites, find ourselves in a pattern of grumbling, we need to see it as a warning sign to check our hearts. 

When things are hard, what tends to come out of your mouth, and what does this reveal about your heart?
Hands: Giving thanks at mealtimes is a tradition many hold to. It is a simple yet powerful action that helps us recognize that all is grace: the food we eat, the table on which we eat it, the family and friends that surround that table, the roof under which that meal takes place, and the list goes on. Yet there are more ways to cultivate a life of worship. If we truly understand that all good gifts come from God and that every act of God’s giving is for His glory, then we ought to look for many more ways to incorporate “giving thanks” in our lives. 

What are some daily rhythms that you can use to stir up gratitude for your Savior?

Praying Scripture 

Pray through Psalm 13. Express your questions and requests with honesty, humility, and faith in God’s faithful love.

