Unit 04, Session 5 - The Gospel Project
God’s Miraculous Presence

Core Passage: Exodus 17:1-7

Key Concept

Complaining shows our doubts about God’s presence.

Our complaints reveal our doubts about God (Exodus 17:1-4).

Underline all the references to “water,” “drink,” and “thirst.” 

1 The entire Israelite community left the Wilderness of Sin, moving from one place to the next according to the Lord’s command. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So the people complained to Moses, “Give us water to drink.” “Why are you complaining to me?” Moses replied to them. “Why are you testing the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water and grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you ever bring us up from Egypt to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with these people? In a little while they will stone me!” 
When frustrations arise within the church, are you quicker to take your concerns to God or to your human leadership? Why?
How are you depending on the Holy Spirit to remember the goodness of God?

God is always faithful in being present to provide for us (Exodus 17:5-7).

In verse 7, underline the phrases that describe what the Israelites did 
through their complaining.

5 The Lord answered Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you. Take the staff you struck the Nile with in your hand and go. 6 I am going to stand there in front of you on the rock at Horeb; when you hit the rock, water will come out of it and the people will drink.” Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites complained, and because they tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
What are some ways you have experienced God’s presence in your life?

How should you find hope from the fact that God is always present with you and willing to help in times of need?

	Sinful Questions

	Identify the Israelites’ questions in Exodus 17:1-7, and record the sin 

issues at the heart of their questions in the space provided.

	Their questions


	their sin


Why do you think asking God to prove His love is so sinful? What ways have you attempted to put God to the test?

Head, Heart, Hands

Head: It can be difficult to keep doubts at bay when we cannot see God as we can see people. Though the evidence for a loving Creator is all around us, we can begin to believe the lies that God is distant, disinterested, or has deserted us. This is why staying in the Bible is so important. The Word of God is more than mere words—it is a living testimony of who God is. 

What are some verses you can turn to this week to enjoy more of God’s presence no matter the circumstances?
Heart: Our complaints are a warning sign that something is not right within our hearts. When we grumble, we declare our dissatisfaction with what God has allowed in our lives for our good, be it a test or the deserved consequences of our disobedient actions. Complaining and grumbling are symptoms of “an evil, unbelieving heart,” which if not checked by repentance, will lead one to turn away “from the living God” (Heb. 3:12). 

What complaints and grumbling, and the sins underneath, do you need to repent of today?
Hands: God used Moses to provide water from a rock for His people to drink, and the Israelite elders were present to testify to God’s provision for the people through Moses. All of these people had a message for the Israelites through what they had seen and experienced, and no doubt they encouraged the people to trust in the living God. We who have come to faith in Jesus Christ and are continuing to experience His salvation should take seriously our role among our brothers and sisters in Christ, and indeed all people: “Encourage each other daily, while it is still called today, so that none of you is hardened by sin’s deception. For we have become participants in Christ if we hold firmly until the end the reality that we had at the start. As it is said: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion” (Heb. 3:13-15). 

How will you encourage your fellow believers and unbelieving friends and family to turn from sin and live by faith in Jesus Christ?

Praying Scripture 

Pray through Psalm 95:6-11, expressing praise for God’s care and provision and repenting of any hardness of heart toward our good and great God.

